
An ominous 
154-word message 
on social media last 
week was to the 
point. After nearly 
70 years of service 
to the community in 
helping to manage 
impartial local elec-

tions, the once vital Park Forest Commit-
tee for Non-Partisan Elections is now on 
life support.

The death last month of Al Sturges, the 
longtime director and public voice of the 
group, coupled with the planned depar-
ture of three other officers, leaves the 
commission without a voice in next year’s 
election; one that could be the most divi-
sive in village annals.

The post read that a meeting “will be 
scheduled” for all committee members 
and any interested residents to “discuss 
the future” of the group. One can only 
hope that a do not resuscitate stipulation 
will not be the end result.

For nearly 70 years, the group managed 
the local election process by offering all 
candidates, from mayor to Library Board 
member, free access to all candidate 
forums. Office seekers who wanted to get 
their message out to the public could do 
so by signing a pledge to run an indepen-
dent campaign. The ghost in the room was 
the fear that office seekers would team up 

with each other and form a slate. It was 
the line etched in the foundation of village 
government; a promise not to connive 
with others and to run and independent 
campaign based on a candidate’s merits.

The Committee for Non-Partisan Elec-
tions was established in 1955, when 
the village was still setting the rules 
it wanted to live by and when the 
mayor at the time, Henry Dietch, 
proclaimed there was no Demo-
cratic or Republican way of picking 
up trash and that good government 
depended on the support of all citi-
zens.

Numerous communities hold 
nonpartisan elections, but few, if any, 
have a public oversight group seek-
ing pledges of independence from 
office seekers and in turn offering a 
free access to the public.

It was never perfect. Friendships 
and animosities among elected 
officials were always apparent. But 
unlike neighboring communities, 
the threat of a clique dominating the 
election was diminished as almost 
everyone, it seemed, wanted the process 
to work.

Times change. That innovative first 
generation of residents aged in place and 
died off.

Where once there were numerous 
election year meetings in homes in the 

village, Village Hall is now the site for 
three forums with written questions from 
the audience being “vetted” by a moder-
ator. These days one sees the same faces 
asking the same questions and getting the 
same answers from most of the candi-

dates. Civility is often missing as 
candidates and sitting officials 
engage in public debates over 
everything from “lies being told” 
to the public to the political price 
of a photograph.

In the last election, one village 
trustee admitted passing peti-
tions for two office seekers and 
other candidates began “liking” 
each other on social media. 
There were rumors of secret 
“handshakes” between candi-
dates and a pop-up group was 
passing out flyers publicizing 
their choices. One name on the 
list protested, saying no permis-
sion was given.

These breaches left the 
committee wringing its hands 
and led to a public affirmation 

of its rules and declaiming that from now 
on it would keep violators out of its public 
forums.

The village has both an ethics and 
anti-nepotism ordinance in place, and 

Park Forest tradition of nonpartisan elections 
is in jeopardy as group seeks new leadership

By Mike Nolan 
Daily Southtown

Housing in Chicago Heights for low-in-
come veterans is being provided by Cook 
County through a loan program that aims 
to reduce homelessness in vulnerable 
communities.

The 82 apartment units will be devel-
oped by the Housing Authority of Cook 
County, and the four-story building, at 15th 
Street and Otto Boulevard, will include an 
exercise room, computer/media room as 
well as raised planting beds for community 
gardens, according to the housing author-
ity. The project is part of $4.25 million in 
funding for low-income housing in subur-
ban Cook County announced last week.

The Chicago Heights development will 
also include walking trails, a patio area and 
secured yard with sitting areas, according 
to the county.

It is steps away from Franciscan Health’s 
offices in Chicago Heights and is being 
built on land donated by Franciscan Alli-
ance, which moved most hospital opera-
tions from St. James in Chicago Heights to 
an expanded hospital campus in Olympia 
Fields.

Separately, the county said it is also fund-
ing transportation work in the south and 
southwest suburbs.

Among the projects is a study of a five-
mile stretch of Kedzie Avenue through 
Flossmoor, Hazel Crest, Homewood, 
Markham and Olympia Fields.

The work will include assessment of 
areas of the roadway needing reconstruc-
tion along with upgrading sidewalks, 
according to the county.

The entire cost of the engineering and 
environmental study, nearly $2.8 million, 
is being funded by the county, according 
to a spokeswoman.

Cook County said it will also part-
ner with Palos Heights on its funding of 
$60,000 for engineering and construction 
of the intersection of Ridgeland Avenue 
and College Drive.

Planned improvements include new 
traffic signals and upgraded sidewalks, 
according to the county.

mnolan@tribpub.com

Veterans 
housing set 
for Chicago 
Heights

By Michelle Mullins 
Daily Southtown

About 50 parents and students from St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Mokena showed 
their support Monday at a court hearing 
for Will County sheriff Deputy Edward 
Goewey, who was charged with disorderly 
conduct stemming from a December inci-
dent when he, while off-duty, requested 
school officials remove a student who 
allegedly made a shooting threat.

Goewey’s attorney, Bob Bodach, unsuc-
cessfully asked Will County Judge Brian E. 
Barrett to dismiss the case, saying Goew-
ey’s actions do not rise to the level of disor-
derly conduct.

Goewey arrived at the school, 11409 W. 
195th St., Dec. 3 after learning a student 
stated he had planned on bringing a gun 
to school, according to a Mokena police 
report. Goewey, whose children attended 
the school, told school officials he did not 
feel the matter was addressed properly. 
Goewey indicated he had a concealed fire-
arm, according to the police report.

A school administrator told Goewey 
he should leave the building and make an 
appointment with the principal, but said 
Goewey “felt that the student should be 
removed from the classroom and isolated 
until assurances could be made that he did 
not pose a threat,” according to the report.

The administrator “became alarmed 
when Goewey tapped his right hip indicat-
ing he had concealed firearm,” the report 
states. Eventually Goewey agreed to leave 
the school grounds.

Bodach said in court Monday that 
tapping one’s hip and identifying oneself 
as a law enforcement officer does not 

MOKENA

Dozens  
of parents 
back deputy 
at hearing

By Jeff Vorva 
For Daily Southtown

For the O’Leary family, good deeds came 
in threes.

Triplets Conor, Anna and Dylan O’Leary 
of Chicago, who turned 13 April 3, had a 
hand — make that six hands — in doing good 
Monday.

The trio joined some other members 
of their seventh grade class at Queen of 
Martyrs Catholic School in Evergreen Park 
to help fill Easter backpacks for homeless 
children at Mercy Circle.

The young students tag-teamed with the 
older residents at Mercy Circle to make 
cards and fill backpacks with toys, candy 
and essentials that were sent to Margaret’s 
Village, a transitional housing facility in 
Chicago for homeless men, women, chil-
dren and families.

The three O’Learys were happy to help 
out.

Anna said the family has donated clothes 
and worked on Easter cards for the kids.

“We are wishing them a happy Easter and 
a happy spring,” Conor said. “It’s good what 
we are doing and it’s good that we can put 
inspirational messages in the cards. I hope 
we can help the feel better about their situ-
ation.”

Dylan said he enjoys doing charitable 
work with his brother and sister.

“It’s fun working with them,” Dylan said. 

“We donate stuff for the school, we make 
baskets together for the little kids and now 
this.”

In all, 35 backpacks full of goodies were 
prepared.

This yearly project started in 2017 
and was a staple for three years but the 
pandemic shut it down in 2020 and 2021.

Ald. Matt O’Shea of the 19th Ward was 
glad to see it return.

“I was walking down the hallway and 
thought, ‘OK, this is good,’ ” he said. “This 

is right.”
The mixing of the youth and their elders 

is what makes this event special to some.
“It’s fun to work with someone young and 

energetic, although I still feel energetic,” 
said Sister June Anselme, 84. “These chil-
dren are our future, and may they all be as 
generous they are today.”

Mary Bannon, a fundraising officer for 
Mercy Circle, also liked seeing the mixture 

Easter backpack project 
crosses generational lines
Evergreen Park students 
work with residents of 
Chicago’s Mercy Circle

Queen of Martyrs seventh grade triplets Conor, from left, Anna and Dylan O’Leary hold up backpacks they helped stuff for homeless children 
Monday at Mercy Circle in Chicago. JEFF VORVA/DAILY SOUTHTOWN PHOTOS

Sister June Anselme holds up a couple of toy lizards as she works with Queen of Martyrs 
seventh graders to donate Easter backpacks to Margaret’s Village.
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The other day, Joe 
Biden had Barack Obama 
at the White House talking 
in front of reporters. After 
Biden got done talking, 
Obama, Nancy Pelosi 
and the rest turned their 
back and ignored Biden 
as reporters and others 
talked to Obama. Biden 
was walking around lost. 
Isn’t that what Biden 
administration and the 
rest of the Democrats 
done. Turned their backs 
to God and America?

Bob Frankfort

The Archdiocese of 
Chicago has caused the 
people in certain neigh-
borhoods in Chicago 
and the suburbs to move 
because of church clos-
ings. Why were the parish-
ioners of these schools and 
churches held accountable 
for the church mistakes 
of sexual abuse by priests 
causing huge lawsuits.

Mr. G., Chicago

Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot is short on 
campaign funds to run for 
an office that she is not 
remotely qualified for. She 
has personally set back the 
city 10 years by the way she 
has managed the mayor’s 
office. If Michael Bilandic 
were alive today — still the 
worst mayor Chicago ever 
had — he would still be 
electable before Lightfoot. 
However, I still wouldn’t 
be surprised if she wins 
another term.

YCM, Orland Park

To Jim from Orland 
Park. You stated that 

there is no plan to lower 
the debt. If you watched 
the news or read this 
paper, Biden has already 
lowered the deficit and 
his new budget lowers 
it even more. Unlike the 
way Trump’s so-called 
presidency single-hand-
edly raise the national debt 
more than any other pres-
ident. Of course, you won’t 
find those actual facts on 
Fox, Newsmax or OAN.

Chuck, Manhattan

It is interesting that a 
local public high school 
spent time during school 
recognizing Ramadan. 
While the spirit of Rama-

dan is commendable, I 
must have missed the 
ruling that now allows 
the open recognition 
and acknowledgment of 
religious ideology and 
symbols in a public school. 
Perhaps separation of 
church and state does not 
apply to certain religions. 
Perhaps the reporter 
missed the school’s recog-
nition of the current 
season of Lent and Pass-
over and the upcoming 
celebration of Easter. Can 
we look forward to the 
school’s open recognition 
of Advent and celebration 
of Christmas?

Ron, Tinley Park

Speak Out
What’s Speak 
Out?
Speak Out allows 
readers to comment 
on the issues of the 
day. Email Speak 
Out at speakout@
southtownstar.com 
or call 312-222-2427. 
Please limit comments 
to 30 seconds or about 
120 words and give 
your first name and 
your hometown.

President Joe Biden, left engages as former President Barack Obama talks with House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, right, D-Calif., during an event about the Affordable Care Act in the East Room of 
the White House in Washington on April 5. CAROLYN KASTER/AP

both are essential to 
the functioning of local 
government, but with-
out an election oversight 
committee, these rules can 
mean little as the future of 
any nonpartisan election 
pledge depends on the 
integrity of the candidates.

Votes cost.
Where once the late 

Village Trustee Marge 
Friedman Scherr said 
she once spent $7 to get 
reelected, today candi-
dates have money to 
spend on mailings and 
slick brochures. If an 
office seeker can’t pay for 
it themselves, there are 
others only too glad to 

help out.
The 2019 mayor’s race 

in Chicago Heights saw 
4,046 ballots cast and 
$135,484 spent by candi-
dates, or nearly $33.49 for 
each vote. The same year 
a mayoral vote in Country 
Club Hills averaged $24 
while the three who ran 
for mayor of Park Forest, 
under committee rules 

spent a meager $7,123 or 
$2.40 per vote.

Dollars mean votes and 
money always has the best 
hand at the political poker 
table.

Jerry Shnay is a freelance 
columnist for the Daily 
Southtown.

jerryshnay@gmail.com

Shnay
from Page 1

of the old and young.
“It’s great to see these 

kids do nice things for 
someone else,” she said. 
“And they get it. That’s the 
beauty of this. They get it 
and some kids don’t get it. 
What’s fantastic is that they 
are working with the resi-
dents and they learn from 
them. And our seniors are 
an active group. These nuns 
come down here and they 
love being a part of it.”

The students say they 
feel good about participat-
ing.

“I like that we are help-
ing the homeless out and 
making them feel better 
in life,” said Dillon Tate, 
of Chicago. “You can give 
them a chance.”

“I like helping people 
out, it’s what I do,” Marcus 
Harris, Jr., of Chicago, said. 
“I like helping my commu-
nity and making donations 
to people.”

Lizzie Oldenburger, 
also of Chicago, said this 
was a way to help out 
because students take a lot 
for granted and she said 
“people can receive the 
things that we usually get.”

Chicago’s Mia Schmitt 
said this has been an educa-

tional experience.
“I’m learning a lot about 

homeless children now,” 
she said. “There are a lot 
more out there than we 
think.”

Marge Everett, an admis-
sions adviser at Mercy 
Circle, was happy to see the 
event come back after the 
two-year hiatus.

“It’s very successful 
and a very good turnout,” 
she said. “There was a lot 
of enthusiasm out there 
today.”

After the work was done, 
O’Shea, who was joined by 
35th District state Rep. Fran 
Hurley, told the students he 
appreciated their efforts.

“Now more than ever, 
when we think about these 
last two years, I know that 
it’s been difficult with 
what you guys have missed 
out on,” he said. “But what 
we have seen across the 
South Side of the city here 
is so many more families 
in crisis and so many more 
families that need support.

“Just the fact that you 
guys took the time to come 
over here today to create 
kindness and support for 
those in need … you owe 
yourselves a round of 
applause. Nice work today.”

Jeff Vorva is a freelance 
reporter.

Easter
from Page 1

By Mike Nolan 
Daily Southtown

Park Forest police say 
they are investigating the 
shooting death of a 23-year-
old Matteson man found 
slumped behind the wheel 
of a car early Sunday.

Police said officers were 
sent to the 3400 block 
of Western Avenue for a 
well-being check and found 
the man in a vehicle parked 
in a residential parking lot.

Police said the Matteson 
resident was dead when 

officers responded, and an 
initial investigation showed 
the shooting had taken place 
some hours earlier.

Information about the 
victim and his cause of 
death was not yet available 
Monday.

Park Forest police say they 
are being aided in the inves-
tigation by the South Subur-
ban Major Crimes Task 
Force, and ask anyone with 
information to call 708-748-
1309.

mnolan@tribpub.com

Police: Shooting 
leaves man dead

By Mike Nolan 
Daily Southtown

Calumet City authorities 
said Monday a suspect has 
been charged in connection 
with the shooting death 
early Sunday morning of a 
South Holland man.

Jarvis Evans, 34, of the 
17200 block of Vollbrecht 
Road, died shortly after 1 
a.m. Sunday at Advocate 
Christ Medical Center in 
Oak Lawn, according to the 
Cook County medical exam-
iner’s office.

Evans suffered multiple 
gunshot wounds and the 
cause of death was ruled a 
homicide, according to the 
medical examiner’s office.

Police said they responded 

at 12:30 a.m. Sunday to a 
report of a gunshot victim 
in the 1900 bock of Memo-
rial Drive.

Responding police 
performed lifesaving 
measures on the gunshot 
victim until paramedics 
arrived, and the man was 
taken by ambulance to the 
hospital, according to a 
police statement.

A 34-year-old man was 
taken into custody and 
charged with murder, 
although information about 
the suspect was not immedi-
ately available.

Police said the victim and 
man arrested were known to 
each other.

mnolan@tribpub.com

Suspect charged  
in fatal shooting  
in Calumet City

Both vulnerable, North deals
North
♠ K 8 3 2
♥ K 10
♦ A Q 10 7
♣ 10 7 5

West East
♠ Q 10 ♠ A 9 7 4
♥ Q 6 5 ♥ J 9 8 3 2
♦ 9 8 3 ♦ 6 4
♣Q 9 6 3 2 ♣ J 4

South
♠ J 6 5
♥ A 7 4
♦ K J 5 2
♣A K 8

Manymodern players, who play that a two no trump
response to aminor-suit opening shows 11-12 points, play
that a three no trump response shows 13-15. Traditional-
ly, however, it showed 15-17 pointswith a two no trump
response showing 12-14.

South played low fromdummyon the opening club
lead and captured
East’s jackwith
the ace. A diamond
to dummy’s queen
was followed by a
spade to the jack,
losing toWest’s
queen.West

continuedwith the 10 of spades, ducked all around.West
exitedwith a diamond to dummy’s ace.

Twomore rounds of diamonds sawEast discard two
hearts andWest a club. South had a very good picture of
the opponents’ distribution by this point.He led a heart
to dummy’s king, a heart back to his ace, and a third heart.
Westwonwith his queen but had to lead a club. South
rosewith dummy’s 10 for his ninth trick.

Youmight think thatWest could have prevented this
by playing his queen of hearts under declarer’s ace, but
Southwas in complete control. HadWest done that,
declarerwould have cashed his king of clubs, extracting
East’s last club, before leading a third round of hearts. East
wouldwinwith his jack, but then hewould have to give
dummy the king of spades. Nine tricks eitherway after a
beautifully played hand!

—Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com

The bidding:

North East South West

1♦ Pass 3NT All pass

Opening lead: Three of♣

BRIDGE COLUMN

Ald. Matt O’Shea, 19th Ward, hugs his former teacher, Sister Campion McGuire, during the event. JEFF VORVA / DAILY 
SOUTHTOWN
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