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New Mercy Circle resident Margaret Carroll shares
her storied career at the Chicago Tribune

Alter retiring from the Chicage
Trlbune in 2000, Margaret Carroll
moved in with her sister, bought a
plano and took Jessons, She and her
sister also travelled,

In late July, she moved info
Merey Qirde from her condo in
Oak Lawn " She hadn't finished un-
packing nor had she found the right
placeto put everything There was a
framed pasted drawing of nine of her
10 great-grand nieces and nephews
resting againg the wall Nearby sat
three suffed toy dogs on the floor.
“Wihlle [ was packing, Imade a lot of
chioices. Apparently, I did nor make
enough,” she sald with 4 chuckle
looking ar the boxes to empty.

One of her favorlte Interviews
was with Ray Rayner, host of a
WGN-TV chlldren’s show. “He got
us up in the moming,” she recalled
because she remembered watching
the show as a young adulr. “He had
& duck named Chelveston, always
nipping at his ankles,” she sald with
a smile. “He was a very cordial per-
son. and easy to talk to.” she added

Carroll was raised In Chica-
go’s Brainerd neighborhood, with-
in walking distance of Longwood
Academy, where she attended high
school, and het father's stare, Care
roll Hardware. * 1 worked inthe store
as little as possible,” she explained,
“lug polng In to ask for a quarter

and then witlking 1o the dime gare
to read 50 comic baoks before buy-
Ingone ”

Reading became Carroll's
lifelong  integest; currently, one
of her favorite books is The Cove
enant of Water by Abraham Ver.
hese

Cartoll mrerviewed authors and
celebrities for the Tribune's fearures
department for clese to 26 years.
Amaong other favorites were the ac-
fress Helen Hayes and rthe heiress
Gloria Vanderbilt. She also sepa.

rarely it erviewed Vanderbilt's s
band Wyatt Cooper

Vanderb it ook her
“through the whole custody saga of
her young Hife,” said Garroll, refies-
ting ta the 1934 legal and tabloid
bartle between Vandetbill's mother
and aunt over her guardianship.

Canroll  asked  Cooper,
“Wasn't Gloria Vanderhile kind of
Inrimidaring ro you®" He respond-
ed, “'No, once you got to know her,
she wasn't @ Vanderbilt. She was
just somepne you knew and lked,™

Phox by Mare Monaghan

said Canroll

During her early retirement,
Carroll kept herself busy reading
and watching sposts She likes foot
ball="1t"s athletic balle!™ and dis-
fikes boxing, "1 don't see the polnt,
two men of wamen punching each
other,” She continued to volunteer
as alumnae assoctarion president
of The Academy of Owr Lady (Long-
wood Academy), a pesition she has
held continuously since 1971

“Idecided 1o mowe to Mercy
Clrcde because T wasn't coping well
wirh my condo,” sald Carroll “There
was a flight of stairs. 1had nor falien,
but my family wortied that [ would,”
sald Carmroll “1 bad been at Mercy
Clrcle once. And | knew It was a
lovely place, So [ thought, “This Is
the place for me," she added.

“Everyonwe is very frlendly and
cordial Sister Marion lohnson and
Sister Margaret Bremnan have been
especially sollcltous,” she said
“Getting settled has been overall a
pleasant experlence. I've met won-
derful people. And. i 1 have an [ssue
with anything, it’s solved as quickly
as humanly possible”

For more information or to
schedule a private appointmen! at
Mercy Cirele, 3659 Wea %9th Street
In the 19th Ward, please call 773-
253-3600 or visit MercyClrcle org



ALDERMAN MATT O'SHEA’S

SENIOR CITIZEN
HALLOWEEN PARTY

Monday, October 28, 2024
< 12 P.M.-2 P.M.

(doors open at 11:30 A.M.)

| 115 Bourbon Street

3359 W. 115th St.
Cost: S5

Reservations required g
Costumes encouraged [ |

To make a reservation or for more information, please call (773) 238-8766.




