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Moving Soon?
Let Us Help!
Eliminate clutter, reduce stress,
and start fresh in your new home
with Organize by Designe!

Key Benefits
• Sort, Purge & Organize – We help you decide
what to keep, donate, or discard

• Save Time & Energy – Avoid the stress of
last-minute packing & cluttered moves

• Donation & Recycling Assistance – We
handle everything, from donation drop-offs to
document shredding

• Unpack & Settle Faster – We don’t just pack,
we help you start fresh in an organized home

• Flexible Packages & Payment Plans –
Custom options designed for your needs

(630) 723-1277 info@organizebydesigne.com www.organizebydesigne.com

Limited Availability –
Book Your Free Consultation Today!
Serving Illinois & Surrounding Areas
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What’s your idea of the perfect autumn
getaway spot? Might it be a place on a
picturesque lake? Or possibly a historic
small town of stately homes and quaint
old shops? Could your ideal be a setting
with a beloved golf course decked out in
the reds and oranges of fall? Or maybe a
destination with a luxurious, pampering
resort spa?
If your answer to all those questions is

“yes,”make plans for an autumn visit to
Elkhart Lake,Wisconsin, a retreat checking
off each of these boxes and more.While it’s
not as familiar to Chicagoland folks as Dairy
State havens Lake Geneva or Door County,
Elkhart Lake shares many of their charms
and a few others distinctly its own.
The inviting city is a study in contrasts. On

its 19th-century streets, you’ll find a serene,
leisurely pace and laidback vibe coveted by

those seeking departure from urban hustle
and bustle. But what puts Elkhart Lake on
the map internationally is precisely the op-
posite. Set on the edge of town, the iconic
Road America—“America’s National Park of
Speed” is a motorsports complex that thrills
thousands of racing fans every year.

Small town charm
To reach Elkhart Lake, motor north to

Sheboygan, then 18 miles northwest. Upon
arrival, check in to The Osthoff Resort & Spa
on the northeast corner of the lake. Easily
the best-known landmark in downtown,
this historically styled grand dame is a AAA
Four Diamond all-suite hotel steps from the
lake, along 500 feet of shoreline.
The hotel is perfect for multigeneration-

al family visits, due to its one-, two- and
three-bedroom accommodations.

“We really appeal to families,” says direc-
tor of sales and marketing Tracie Toth. “Our
large suites have multiple bedrooms and
bathrooms, so you can spend time togeth-
er, and that’s what families like. That’s our
sweet spot.”
For a different take on Elkhart Lake hos-

pitality, consider the place legendary actor
(and racecar driver) Paul Newman chose
whenever in town, Siebkens Resort. A half
block from the Osthoff and also boasting its
own private waterfront, Siebkens is a fami-
ly-owned resort hotel whose origins date all
the way back to the early 1880s.
Resorts take pride in access to the lake

for good reason. It is amongWisconsin’s
deepest, clearest, cleanest lakes, its spring-
fed waters delivering an almost turquoise
hue on sunny days, beckoning every kind of

Experience Elkhart Lake life this autumn
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A fall bicycle ride.

Quit Qui Oc Golf Club.Elkhart Lake will soon be ablaze in color offering a retreat from the hustle and bustle while there is still time to enjoy good weather.

The newly expanded and ren-
ovated Intuit Art Museum in
Chicago’s West Town neighbor-
hood celebrates art that comes
from off the beaten track, creat-
ed by artists who’ve usually not
had any formal training, but who
are excited about the opportuni-
ty to have a space focused solely
on displaying their artwork and
informing the public about what
they create.
“We focus on artists who are

largely untrained and who didn’t
take a traditional path to art,” says
Debra Kerr, president and CEO
of the museum. “It’s work that
is not part of the mainstream.
There is no one path. It’s (made
by) people who, by and large, are
untrained and who need to make
art to fulfill their vision.”
It took two years to complete

the $10 million renovation of the
building at 756 N. Milwaukee
Ave., tripling the size of the space
from 6,000 square feet to 18,000
square feet, covering three floors
and containing four new exhibi-
tion galleries.
The museum is 34 years old,

but it didn’t have a permanent
home until 1999, when it relocat-
ed to its current site, where it was
initially limited to the first floor.

Now it has room to grow and
show outsider art in additional
space in the basement and on the
second floor. It is also accessible
for the disabled and has space for
a gift shop and to hold education-
al programs.

With the new space that de-
buted in May, Kerr is happy to no
longer have to answer a question
that was often asked previously
when the museum had so little
space.
“There were many years when

people would say, ‘Where’s the
rest of the museum?’” she says.
The renovation of the build-

ing that was built around 1874
features enhanced lighting, white
walls, large windows so passers-
by can peek inside and exposed

brick and weathered wood floors
that are in keeping with the
authentic and raw feeling that
outside art generally evokes.

Sweet home Chicago
Kerr says it makes sense for

Chicago to have a museum dedi-
cated to outsider art because the
city has embraced these artists
and their works.
“Chicago is recognized among

fans and people who follow
outsider or self-taught art as one
of the first places to embrace this
art and shine a spotlight on it,”
Kerr says.
She adds that “outsider art is

everywhere, but Chicago is pay-
ing special attention to it.”
The museum pays special

attention to an outsider artist
from Chicago in a permanent
exhibit highlighting the work of
Henry Darger, a hospital janitor,
who died in 1973, and gained
notoriety after his death for his
efforts over 40 years to create an
extensive and detailed fantasy
world entirely in secret and within
the four walls of his Lincoln Park
apartment.
The exhibit contains an ap-

proximately 75% scale replica of

Newly renovated Chicago Museum
celebrates, caters to outsider art

Intuit Art Museum embraces outsider art and the largely untrained artists who create it, welcoming all to its
expanded exhibit space and the unique works it holds inside. (Lisa and Nick Albertson)
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Glow Bingo
Residents at Villa St. Benedict in Lisle recently played

rounds of neon and blacklight bingo. During the Glow
Bingo party, residents played six games of bingo with
song and dance breaks in between games.
Glow Bingo was part of a fundraising effort for the com-

munity’s 20th Anniversary Gala, to be held in early October.
The event will celebrate Villa St. Benedict’s 20 years of
serving the senior community, including all those who
have helped to build the community to where it is today.
Along with celebrating the campus, the community will

honor the legacy of the Benedictine Sisters of the Sacred
Heart who have always led with hospitality and a caring
spirit. With the Sisters’ legacy on this property, it’s paved a
path for fun events, a community of caring, and a safe and
comforting home for Villa St. Benedict residents.
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The Chicago Sky recently con-
cluded their 2025 season —
which also happened to be their
20th in theWNBA—on Sept. 11.
Very few can say they have

been part of the Sky since
day one in 2006. Count Marc
Grossman among those few.
Grossman has been the club’s

head statistician for 20 years and
counting. He was there when
the Sky tipped off their inaugural
WNBA campaign under then
head coach Dave Cowens—an
eight-time NBA all-star — and
played their home games at the
UIC Pavilion (now called Credit
Union 1 Arena) on Chicago’s near
west side.
“I love basketball,” says

Grossman, who does statistics
not only for the Sky, but contin-
ues to do so for Northwestern,
UIC, Roosevelt University, Loyola
University— and the Chicago
Bulls, including during theMichael
Jordan era.
A statistician since 1977,

Grossman has, of course, seen a
plethora of women’s and men’s
games over the years. And one
thing he doesn’t understand are
those who try to compare men’s
basketball to women’s basketball.
“It doesn’t make sense to me,”

he says. “You watch the game,
you love it for what it is. The
women play a fantastic brand of
basketball. Over the years, we’ve
had some really exciting players
and got a chance to see some hall
of famers. It’s just a great thing to
do. The organization has been so
good to me and my crew that just
coming here is a pleasure.”

Taking the title
The Sky hasn’t advanced to the

WNBA postseason since 2023, but
two years earlier, they cemented
a spot in Chicago sports history
after winning the 2021WNBA
championship. The Sky entered
the playoffs as the sixth seed
with a .500 record (16-16), yet
they went on a roll, defeating
their first- and second-round
foes, knocking off top-seeded
Connecticut in the semifinals and

then taking down Phoenix in four
games to win the crown.
One of the stars from that

squad, Candace Parker, was a high
school all-American at Naperville
Central and has been part of three
WNBA championship teams—
the Sky, the Los Angeles Sparks
(2016) and the Las Vegas Aces
(2023).
“All of a sudden, this team gels

all at once,”Grossman says. “I
went through the Jordan years.
To me, winning championships
was just excitement. You’re on
the edge of your seat; you can’t
miss anything.When we got to
the last game, and we’re down to
five minutes left, I turned to my
daughter (Pam), she was sitting
next to me. I said, ‘You know
what? I’m actually going to cry
if we win this thing.’ It was that
exciting.”
Even though the 2025 cam-

paign wasn’t successful on the
court as the Sky hoped it would
be, these are exciting times for
the Sky, in particular, and the
WNBA, in general.
Attendance at Sky games

and throughout the league has
increased substantially the past
two seasons. In 2024, theWNBA
averaged 9,807 fans per game, up
48% from 2023. The Sky, who play
their home contests atWintrust
Arena and some games at the
United Center, saw their atten-
dance jump to 8,757 in 2024 from
7,243 in 2023. As of mid-July, the
Sky averaged just over 9,500 fans
per game, according to Sports
Business Journal.
Sports Business Journal also

conducted a 2025 midseason
analysis ofWNBA data. That
analysis revealed the league was
on pace to draw 3.18 million fans,
which would shatter the 2024
record of 2.35 million— doubling
the total number of fans in 2023.

More than one player fever
To what is the spike in interest

and attendance attributed? Some
might say it’s due to the popu-
larity of Indiana Fever star Caitlin
Clark, who joined the Fever as a

rookie in 2024 after becoming the
all-time leading scorer in NCAA
women’s college basketball histo-
ry at Iowa.
But it’s more than Caitlin Clark.
“Caitlin Clark brings out the

interest in people who have never
seenWNBA or women’s basket-
ball,”Grossman says, “but when
you come out here, after you see
Caitlin Clark, you start seeing the
rest of the players. Angel Reese
(of the Chicago Sky), she’s an
unbelievable talent and some
of the others we’ve had here—
and some of the others on other
teams. You suddenly realize it’s
not just Caitlin Clark that drives
this league.”
Longtime Chicago Sky fans

Eileen Hogan of Chicago and
Janet Haff of Orland Park agree.
“Its (women’s basketball) been

getting more popular as a sport,”
Hogan says. “More and more girls
are playing. It’s not just Caitlin. It’s
Paige (Bueckers), too, and Angel
Reese, (Kamilla) Cardoso, all the
new rookies.”
Reese, a Louisiana State stand-

out who completed her second
seasonwith the Sky, is a two-time
WNBA all-star, while Cardoso, a
6-foot-7 center from Brazil, had
been averaging 12.5 points per
game as of early August in her first
season in Chicago. Bueckers, who
just finished her rookie year with
the DallasWings, was among the
WNBA’s top 10 scorers during 2025.
“I think it’s just women’s basket-

ball in general has evolved, and I
think it’s all the players,” says Haff.
“You look at Sue Bird (a recent
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame
inductee), who used to play, and

you look at everybody else like
Candace Parker. She’s one of our
hottest (players) and we can still
take claim to her.”

The Sky’s the limit
Hogan and Haff believe the

sky’s the limit for the Chicago Sky
and theWNBA heading into next
season and beyond.
“It’s only going to get bigger,”

says Haff. “I’m hoping it outshines
the NBA because I think it’s more
exciting. You don’t see them
(WNBA players) flopping on the
ground (like NBA players).”
Flopping is when a player

intentionally falls to the floor
after little or no physical contact
by an opposing player, hoping to
get an official to call a foul on the
opponent.
“It’s only going to get bigger

and bigger,”Hogan adds. “Wait
until JuJu (Watkins) gets here.
She’s still in college.”
Watkins, a junior at the

University of Southern California,
is considered to be one of wom-
en’s college basketball’s most
dominant players. She’ll be eligi-
ble for theWNBA draft in 2027.
One thing Grossman has

noticed, which is a telltale sign of
the Sky’s growing popularity, is
that the seats around courtside
are in high demand.
“Now they can’t get enough

seats,” he says. “(There’s) good
marketing, both on the league
level and the team level. They’ve
done a good job marketing.
There’s interest — you come
out, you watch a game, you see
the excitement that’s on the floor
and you want to come back.”

Women’s basketball keeps adding fans, stellar players
GETTING THEIR DUE

Chicago Sky center Kamilla Cardoso takes her shot in a game against the
Seattle Storm. (Mary Kate Drew, Chicago Sky)

Fun fact
There are 13 teams in theWNBA.This includes thenew

GoldenStateValkyries,who joined the league in 2025.The
leaguewill expand to 18 teamsby2030with the additionof
Cleveland,Detroit, andPhiladelphia.

Marc Grossmanwears a ring
from the Sky’sWNBA 2021
championship team.

Award winner
Franciscan Village in Lemont and Marian Village in

Homer Glen have been recognized in U.S. News &World
Report’s 2025 Best Senior Living ratings. Franciscan Village
was named Best Independent Living and Best Assisted
Living. It also received high-performing accolades for
Memory Care-Feels Like Home.
Marian Village was named Best Independent and

Best Assisted Living. It also received high-performing
accolades for Assisted Living-Management and Staff;
Assisted Living-Caregiving; Assisted Living-Activities &
Enrichment; Assisted Living-Feels Like Home; Assisted
Living-Food & Dining; Independent Living-Management
& Staff; Independent Living-Activities & Enrichment; and
Independent Living-Feels Like Home.
Now in its fourth year, the 2025 Best Senior Living rat-

ings from U.S. News evaluated over 3,800 communities in
the United States. Communities are evaluated on several
criteria, including resident and family members’ satisfac-
tion with safety, care, community management and staff,
value, and other services and amenities.

Glow Bingo is a lively twist on an old favorite.

Team awards
Recently, several teams at Presbyterian Living proper-

ties were recognized for their achievements during the
annual Sales Awards Dinner, held at Ravinia Green Country
Club. Lake Forest Place in Lake Forest took home the Gold
Team Award. This honor reflects the drive, teamwork and
passion the sales team brings every day.
Members of the sales team atWestminster Place in

Evanston were recognized for a variety of awards, includ-
ing Top Sales Producer. Over the past year, the sales team

has gone above and beyond to build trust with families,
strengthenWestminster Place’s presence, and create a
welcoming, vibrant environment for residents.
The sales team at The Moorings in Arlington Heights

also took home top honors, including Top Sales Activity
and High Occupancy. Frommaintaining strong occupancy
in the existing buildings to powering through the chal-
lenges of a new expansion, the team worked on connec-
tion and growth throughout the year.

Memory Care suites
A newmemory care neighborhood is now open at

Marian Village in Homer Glen. The Ancora Memory Care
experience officially opened with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony on Aug. 20, which featured beverages, appetizers,
entertainment and tours.
The 38 Memory Care specialized suites include a secure

outdoor space and programs tailored to meet the unique
needs of each resident. A large common area offers space
for games, an open kitchen, multi-purpose activity room
and a den/library.
The neighborhood environment is designed to ensure

greater support for those who suffer from cognitive condi-
tions, helping foster collaboration, increase the feeling of
self-worth, and enable residents the ability to reconnect
with others.

Golf outing
Grab your clubs for Mercy Circle’s golf outing on

Monday, Sept. 22, at Ridge Country Club in Chicago. The
Mercy Circle Irish Classic aims to become a Southside
tradition. Held halfway to St. Patrick’s Day, the outing aims
to celebrate the Irish heritage of the Sisters of Mercy while
raising money for the retirement community. Registration
begins at 11 a.m. with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. The event
concludes with dinner and presentation. Tickets are avail-
able for both the Mercy Circle Irish Classic and just for the
dinner. Visit mercycircle.org/events for tickets and more
information.

Ancora Memory Care recently opened at MarianVillage.

Lake Forest Place teammembers accept the GoldTeamAward at the Sales Awards Dinner, the top award honors the community
with the highest combined occupancy and sales activity.
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Glow Bingo
Residents at Villa St. Benedict in Lisle recently played

rounds of neon and blacklight bingo. During the Glow
Bingo party, residents played six games of bingo with
song and dance breaks in between games.
Glow Bingo was part of a fundraising effort for the com-

munity’s 20th Anniversary Gala, to be held in early October.
The event will celebrate Villa St. Benedict’s 20 years of
serving the senior community, including all those who
have helped to build the community to where it is today.
Along with celebrating the campus, the community will

honor the legacy of the Benedictine Sisters of the Sacred
Heart who have always led with hospitality and a caring
spirit. With the Sisters’ legacy on this property, it’s paved a
path for fun events, a community of caring, and a safe and
comforting home for Villa St. Benedict residents.
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