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19th Ward to Host a Resource Fair for Veterans
In response to recent reduc-

tions in services to veterans due to 
governmental budget cuts, the 19th 
Ward is partnering with Rosecrance 
Behavioral Health and the Road 
Home Program at Rush to host a re-
source fair for veterans on Wednes-
day, May 14th from 4-7 p.m. at 
The Vineyard, 2121 W. 95th Street. 
Complimentary appetizers and soft 
drinks will be available for veter-
ans to enjoy while they visit with a 

variety of organizations including 
Honor Flight Chicago, the Wounded 
Warrior Project, Project Headspace 
and Timing, Illinois Joining Forces, 
and more.

“Now more than ever, our Unit-
ed States Veterans need our support. 
“By gathering a variety of resources 
for veterans in one place, we hope 
to educate veterans about services 
that they may not know are avail-
able to them,” explained Alderman 

Matt O’Shea. Modie Lavin, Gold 
Star Mother and Senior Outreach 
Coordinator of the Road Home 
Program at Rush adds, “This com-
munity resource fair for veterans 
and their families is more than just 
an event – it’s a lifeline. It’s about 
us showing up for them not just in 
words, but in action. It’s a chance to 
connect our veterans with services 
they might not even know exist. 
More importantly, it sends a clear 
message: you’re not alone, we stand 
with you and this community truly 
has their back. By bringing together 
local organizations and community 
members, we are building a stron-
ger, more informed, and more com-
passionate network of care right 
where it matters most – at home.” 

Also featured at the resource fair 
will be the Road Home Program’s 
traveling exhibit, “Artfully Facing 
Trauma” which gives voice to the 
silent battles our veterans face ev-
ery day. Through these powerful 
masks, we see the contrast between 
how they appear on the outside and 
how they feel within – a striking re-
minder of the importance of mental 
health and the healing power of art 
therapy. More information about 

the program is available on the 
Road Home’s website: https://road-
homeprogram.org/artfully-facing-
trauma/

Traci Kerzich, Clinical Director 
of the Rosecrance Resilience Pro-
gram had the following to share: 
“We are incredibly grateful for the 
service of our veterans. The unique 
experiences of military service can 
sometimes have a lasting impact on 
their mental health. To support our 
veterans, we have raised awareness 
of their behavioral health needs and 
advocated for the millions of Ameri-
cans who have served in uniform. In 
addition, we created the Rosecrance 
Resilience Program specifically de-
signed to address these unique chal-
lenges. This program provides a safe 
space for veterans to connect with 
one another during their treatment. 
Our dedicated staff, many of whom 
are veterans or have significant ex-
perience working with veterans, are 
committed to offering compassion-
ate care and understanding through 
the healing process.”  

Please refer to our flyer for more 
information on participating orga-
nizations. We look forward to host-
ing our veterans on May 14th.

Pints for Patriots – A Veteran’s Fundraising Event 
Benefiting the Road Home Program

The Road Home Program at 
Rush is partnering with Alderman 
Matt O’Shea and local breweries, 
Open Outcry and Horse Thief Hol-
low to host a fundraising event on 
Thursday, May 22nd from 4-7 p.m. 
Each location will feature a spe-
cialty beer crafted just for the occa-
sion, and $1 from every glass sold 
goes directly to support the Road 
Home Program.  Open Outcry will 
serve “Land of the Free,” and Horse 
Thief Hollow will serve “Because of 
the Brave.” The event is designed to 
bring attention to the Road Home 
Program at Rush, helping veterans 

and their families transition back 
to civilian life.  Representatives 
from Road Home will be on site at 
both breweries to visit with veterans 
and answer any questions they may 
want to ask. Please mark your calen-
dar and plan to stop by on the 22nd:

Horse Thief Hollow 
10426 S. Western Avenue 

Open Outcry 
10934 S. Western Avenue

Come raise a glass, support a 
cause, and show your gratitude to 
those who have served.
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Heaven Didn’t Wait: A Self-Appointed Therapy Dog 
Finds His Flock

On May 1st a three-year-old 
named Duke willingly submitted to 
being feted and fawned over by his 
adopted family – that is the fam-
ily he adopted, not the other way 
around.

Duke, a Chihuahua-Papillon 
mix, arrived at Mercy Circle on the 
morning of November 1, 2024, and 
as recounted by Avis Clendenen, 
the senior living community’s di-
rector of pastoral care, “scampered 
in like he knew exactly where he 
was and where he intended to go.” 
Both of those assessments turned 
out to be true, but it took a little 
while for the humans to catch up.

Annie Riedmuller quickly took 
charge. The life enrichment co-
ordinator for residents in Bag-
got Street, the memory care wing 
at Mercy Circle, Riedmuller has 
a certain way with animals, lead-
ing to her lifelong reputation as a 
“dog whisperer.” She had the pup 
checked for an identification chip – 
no such luck – and then contacted 
local police and posted a photo on 
social media. Later that day, she re-
ceived a call from the dog’s owner.

Duke had been brought into his 
previous family’s life to provide a 
comforting presence after a house 
fire, which had traumatized one of 
the children. He did his job well. 
But now, with the parents at work 

most days, they 
knew Duke needed 
a more stimulating 
environment. He 
already had occa-
sionally felt the call 
of the open yard; 
this time, they 
weren’t sure he 
would come back 
at all.    

As it turns out, 
Mercy Circle was 
already looking for 
a dog: Duke was lit-
erally the answer to 
their prayers.

A few days ear-
lier, Riedmuller 
and executive director Francis La-
chowicz had mused about finding 
a therapy dog for the residents at 
Baggot Street. Both women were 
keenly aware of studies (as well as 
first-hand observations) that show 
the calming effect and pure joy 
that animals can bring, especially 
to those struggling with dementia. 
The conversation ended with La-
chowicz saying, “Pray God sends 
us the perfect dog.” 

Duke strolled in on the eve-
ning of All Saints Day, leading 
Clendenen to observe: “That’s 
when the season of All Saints/All 
Souls – when the veil between this 

world and mystery grows 
thin – started working its 
magic.” Duke has since 
poked his way into the 
daily routine at Mercy 
Circle, where his min-
istrations on Baggot 
Street, and throughout 
the community, have 
continued to cheer staff 
as well as residents. And 
Lachowicz gets to take 
the “perfect dog” home 
each night.

As Riemuller com-
mented, “You can’t make 
this stuff up.”

Gill Effort Expands Awareness 
of Lifesaving Silver Alerts 

with Developmental Disability 
Community

A measure being led by State 
Representative Mary Gill would 
expand the ability for the Illinois 
State Police (ISP) and the Illinois 
Department of Human Services 
(IDHS) to expand awareness of 
their Endangered 
Missing Person Ad-
visory system by 
better connecting 
with individuals 
with developmen-
tal disabilities and 
relevant organi-
zations that serve 
them. 

“Our Endan-
gered Missing Per-
son Advisory sys-
tem, sometimes 
known as a Silver 
Alert, is a critical 
tool to help find vulnerable individ-
uals who are lost and need proper 
care,” Gill said. “This measure will 
help expand lifesaving awareness 
of this critical program.” 

Currently, ISP and IDHS man-
age a community outreach pro-
gram to promote awareness of 
Silver Alerts in developmental dis-
ability facilities. Senate Bill 1548 

would further enable them to use 
resources to conduct outreach to 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities and organizations that 
serve people with developmental 
disabilities.

Silver Alerts are 
a public notifica-
tion system used by 
law enforcement to 
locate missing indi-
viduals that may be 
at risk of harm or 
injury.

“When some-
one becomes lost, 
hours and minutes 
matter,” Gill said. 
“Ensuring more 
people and more 
families know 
where to turn can 

help deliver better outcomes and 
prevent unnecessary tragedies.” 

Following bipartisan passage in 
the Illinois Senate, Gill is steward-
ing Senate Bill 1548 in the House. 
It is scheduled to be heard in the 
House Restorative Justice and Pub-
lic Safety Committee.

For more information, please 
contact RepMaryGill@gmail.com.

Community Blood Center 
Celebrates One Year 

Anniversary
Community Blood Center re-

cently celebrated their one-year 
anniversary of opening their donor 
center at 9920 S. Western Avenue. 
This state-of-the-art donor center 
was CBC’s first permanent location 
in the city and supports the need 
for blood donations in the city of 
Chicago. The opening of this center 
marked a major milestone in the 
CBC’s goal to ensure that residents 
receive the lifesaving blood supply 
they need. The CBC provides blood 
to the University of Chicago Medi-

cine Hyde Park and the University 
of Chicago Medicine Ingalls Me-
morial.

Alderman Matt O’Shea was 
recognized with the Community 
Champion of the Year Award for 
all the support he has provided to 
CBC since they joined our commu-
nity. 

Community members are 
encouraged to donate blood at 
CBC by making an appointment 
through communityblood.org or 
by calling (800) 280-4102.


